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Description: 

Ericsonia ovalis BLACK, 1964 

FIGS. 5-6 - Ericsonia ovalis sp. nov., X 6,000. 5, No. 11650 from Muir 
Seamount. 6, Holotype No. 11659 from Muir Seamount. 
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Diagnosis - Elliptical Ericsonia with four concentric rings, _and an elongate central opening. 

Description - Coccoliths of this species are noticeably elliptical in shape, with the minor 
diameter between four-fifths and nine-tenths of the major. The second ring from the outside· 
is made up of equidimensional granules, which in most specimens are not inclined to the radial 
direction. The most nearly circular specimens are similar in shape to the most elliptical of 
E. alternans, but are readily distinguished by the different structure of the second ring, and 
by the shape of the central opening, which in many specimens of E. ova/is takes the form of a 
narrow slit. 

Dimensions of holotype - 7.4 X 6.0 !L; second ring 5.4 X 4.7 !L; third ring 4.2 X 3.7 !L; 
inner ring 3.6 X 2.5 !L; pore 2.0 X 0.3 !L· Thirty-three rays in the outer ring. 

Range of dimensions - The major diameter ranges from 7.0 to 8.8 !L• the minor from 6.0 
to 8.0, and the number of rays from thirty-one to forty. 

Type level: 

Middle Eocene. 

Type locality: 

Muir Seamount. 

Distribution - This is the commonest species of Ericsonia at Muir Seamount. One specimen 
only was found in the material from Galicia Bank (11613 in Discovery Sample 3809.1 ). 
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The position of station dredged by Discovery II and the locality of other sample wich are 
mentioned are as follows: 
Station 3809, on the northern slope of Galicia Bank, 42°56'N., l1°47'W., at 650 fathoms. 
Muir Seamount. Deep-sea core A150-1 in the collection at Lamont Geological Observatory, 
New York. Position 33°42'N., 62°30'W., about 170 sea miles NE. of North Rock Light, Ber
muda; depth 1,555 metres. Sample of coccolith-ooze taken 125-6 em. below the top of this 
core. 

Depository: 

Collection of electron micrographs at the Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge. Holotype 11659. 

Author: 

Black M., 1964, p. 312; pl. 52, figs. 5, 6. 

Reference: 

Cretaceous and Tertiary coccoliths from Atlantic seamounts. Palaeontology, vol. 7, n° 2, pp. 
306-316, pis. 50-53. 
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